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MALMESBURY and DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

May/June NEWSLETTER 2018 

www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk 

 

Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

Contributions for the Newsletter may be sent to the Editor: argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk 

  

 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

We have had a very poor Spring, but 
now the weather is very hot for April.  I 

have been looking to see whether the oak or ash 
comes into leaf first.  Why?  Because of the old 
country saying: Oak before the Ash we shall only 
have a splash, but Ash before the Oak we shall 
surely get a soak!  Look at the height of the rook 
nests, high nests mean a hot summer.  I take heart 
hoping that the birds know better than we do. 

We have over 30 members who have yet to renew 
their membership for this year.  Membership is 
falling.  Please encourage your friends and 
neighbours to come and visit us at the plant sale in 
May and the show in July. 

Here’s to a good summer and plenty of crops and 
flowers. 

Ellie Church – Chair  

 

ANNUAL PLANT SALE 
Saturday 26 May 2018 

Don’t forget our Annual Plant Sale in the Market Cross in Malmesbury.  Donations of 
bedding plants and vegetables are most welcome, as there is always a demand for 
these on the day.  Also if anyone can lend a hand on the day it would be very much 
appreciated. 

  If you can grow it we can sell it!   
Graham Rees, Plant sale organiser 

Tel. 01666 823093 
  

 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 2018 

Final reminder!  

There are still more than 30 members who are yet to renew their membership for 2018. 

If I do not receive payment by 30 June I shall have to accept that those to whom it applies no longer wish to be 
members and I shall, sadly, have to delete them from the list of members. 

The subscription is still only £7.00 per member (£10.00 for joint membership).  

Payment can be made either to me (Redlands, West End Brinkworth, Chippenham SN15 5DA); in the club post box 
in the E & S shop in the High Street, Malmesbury; or to any committee member. 

Thank you 
Sean O’Shea (Treasurer) 

 

  

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
mailto:argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk
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SOME NOTES FROM DEREK . . . .  

 

Showtime!    

Saturday 28 July 2018 at Charlton Village Hall.   
Exhibits may be brought to the hall at 9.30 am 
on the day, and the doors will be open again at 
1.30 pm.  Members will have received a copy of 
the Show Schedule with this Newsletter – if you 
have not, or you would prefer a ‘hard copy’, 
please give me a call on 823944.  There are no 
real changes to the classes.  We have added 
two competitions for the children: Decorate a 
paper plate with flowers and leaves – I think 
this could keep their mums busy!    This year 
you can leave your entry forms at Nurden’s 
Garden Centre as well as at E & S Shop, and on 
the Friday evening before the Show, we will be 
taking entries at the Riverside Community 
Centre beside the Co-Op Supermarket. 

 

Please try to support our Show by putting in an 
entry – I’m sure you will find something 
amongst the classes that you could compete in.   

Sunflowers 

Last year we gave sunflower seeds to 
Malmesbury Primary School and they had lots 
of fun and arranged different competitions.  
Following this success, this year we added more 
seeds to our Club order and for about £25 we 

were able to give sunflower seeds to three 
village schools.  We repacked the seeds in 
envelopes containing five seeds each, which 
was enough for every child in Crudwell, 
Hullavington and Luckington schools to have a 
packet, with instructions, as a gift from our 
Club.  We hope some of these seeds will fall on 
fertile ground.  

Each of these schools has a little garden cared 
for by the pupils.  Crudwell School has a ‘Peace 
Garden’ where they have built ‘bug hotels’ for 
insects.  

 

 

Pub lunches? 

Nothing to do with seeds – with only 48 pupils, 
Luckington School have their lunches delivered 
by trolley from the Old Ship Inn, next door – 
that is every day except Christmas dinner, when 
the children go to the pub!          

Derek 

 

 

 

Tasks for May/June  

 

 Continue spraying roses  

 Apply rose fertilizer 2 oz per sq yd 

 Complete planting of half-hardy annuals 

 Tie in tall growing perennials  

 Prune early flowering shrubs, Forsythia, 
Ribes etc  

 Sow hardy biennials, wallflower, Sweet 
William etc  

 Spray fruit trees against scab sawfly and 
woolly aphid  

 Spray gooseberries against mildew  

 Spray blackcurrants against big 
mite  

 Spray strawberries against grey mould  

 Plant out dahlias and chrysanthemums  

 Sow annual seed in flowering situations  

 Earth up early potatoes, cover if frost 
forecast  

 Plant out courgettes, celery and sweet corn 
in late May  

 Sow perennial seed, delphiniums, lupins, 
hollyhocks etc 
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 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 

During the winter I left a few of my garden frame 
tops on.  In the middle of April I lifted one only to 
find a couple of rows of small beetroot about egg 
size.  Once cooked, the small ones were perfectly 
edible; however, a couple of the larger ones, 
about the size of an apple, were not. 

Dahlias . . . . 

In the Newsletter for January/February 2013 I 
covered some of the more popular dahlias, like 
decorative pompom and cactus.  This time I would 
like to cover some of the more unusual dahlias 
you can buy.  I have not grown these myself but I 
understand if you’re looking for something a little 
different, you need look no further.  To start with 
the red leaf varieties, over the years the variety 
‘Bishop of Llandaff’ has had a very good write-up 

in many magazines. 
Today, due to cross 
pollinating, you can 
purchase many bishop 
varieties, all with red or 
near purple leaves.  A 
few varieties to chose 
from, all growing to 
about 2 feet in height, 
are:  Bishop of York – 

golden orange flowers;  Bishop of Leicester – pale 
pink flowers;  Bishop of Dover – white/lilac 
flowers;  Bishop of Oxford – vivid orange flowers;  
Bishop of Canterbury – cerise/purple flowers. 

In recent years a new dwarf dark-leaf dahlia has 
been available, only growing to about one foot in 
height.  The variety has been called Happy Days; 
all have single flowers and come in colours of 
purple, lemon, white, pink, scarlet and red flame. 

The cartwheel dahlia has star-shaped flowers 
which make good cut flowers because of their 
sturdy stems.  The variety ‘Honka’ has red, yellow, 
white or coral/red gold coloured flowers, while 
the variety ‘Veronne’s obsidian’ is most unusual 
with near-black petals and a golden central eye, 
giving a striking effect. 

Collarette dahlias are favoured by bees.  The 
flowers have a single ring of large petals with a 
ring of shorter petals surrounding the central eye.  
All grow to about 3 feet.  Varieties include:  
Fashion monger – raspberry coloured with a 
cream edge;  Night butterfly – dark outer petals, 
red/white inner;  Teesbrooke Aubrey – light pink 
outer petals, white inner. 

Water lily dahlias are becoming more popular; 
their flowers resemble those of a water lily and 
come in a number of striking colours with a height 
of 2ft.  The Anemone or powder puff dahlias have 
double centres resembling a powder puff and 
include these varieties that I have grown:  Take off 
– pink/purple;  Que sera – white/pale purple;  
Floorinoor – pink/orange.  All grow to about 3 
feet. 

Keith’s choice plant . . . .  

Potentilla nepalensis var. Miss Willmott:  A front-
of-border or rockery 
plant producing deep 
cerise red flowers; 
flowering stems with 
small strawberry-like 
leaves continue to be 
produced from spring to 
autumn.  Height 18 
inches.  

No disease please . . . . 
Dahlia smut:  pale brown spots appear on most 
leaves from mid-summer, enlarging until they 
eventually kill the leaves.  Caused by a fungus that 
can live in the soil and on fallen leaves around the 
plant, and can be a problem in the soil for about 
five years.  The disease is airborne and not in the 
dahlia tubers, so keep ground clear of debris and 
plant on a new site each year.  No chemical 
available. 
 

Plants to enjoy in May/June  
Choisya, clematis var., lilac, paeonia, genista, lupinus, 
deutzia. 

 

Bulbs to enjoy in May/June 
Allium, alstroemeria, anemone, ixia, sparaxis, 
ornithogalum. 
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FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 

 
 

Comments from the veg plot . . . .  

Making compost must help with the production of 
good vegetables.  When you take out a shovel full 
of compost it looks so good, it breaks down to a 
friable consistency, full of nutrients.  Use your 
kitchen waste, spent vegetable matter, small 
amounts of grass leaves and weeds (no seed 
heads), helped along with a compost maker 
available at most garden centres.  

Cabbage . . . .  

A number of cabbage varieties for spring, summer 
and autumn cutting have been around for a long 
time, such as Greyhound and Primo.  New 
varieties are appearing in nearly all seed 
catalogues these days.  One variety I have been 
using for a long time is Hispi f1, a pointed variety 
and, I think, one of the sweetest.  It is a medium-
sized cabbage which can be harvested from M ay 
to October.  Other good pointed cabbages to try 
include:  Dutchman f1 – harvest June to 
December;  Regency f1 – harvest April to August, 
cut when heart starts to form, good bolt 
resistance;  Durham early – sow seeds July to 
August to produce good tight heads the following 
April/May.  If you require a large cabbage try 
Filderkraut, a German variety perfect for coleslaw; 
heads could reach up to 10 lb in weight.  If you 
would like an all-year-round cabbage sow the 
variety Duncan f1, a pointed variety, which will 
crop from June to October.  Later sowings will give 
overwintered spring greens.  If left it will produce 
crisp heads through to June.  Let’s not forget the 
red cabbage.  Lodero f1, is a clubroot resistant 
variety with a good round heart and deep red 
colour, also good in winter coleslaws.  Kalibos is a 
good pointed all-rounder, perfect shredded in 
salads, sweet crunchy and with good hearts.  Red 
rookie has good disease resistance and is one of 
the earliest red varieties. It has good colour and 
flavour and good resistance to splitting.   

Here are some other cabbage varieties worth 
trying:  Sherwood f1 – sow February to June, 
harvest July/October, round variety, A.G.M. 
(award of garden merit);  Minicole f1 – sow March 
to May, harvest September/December, small 
round variety, A.G.M.  Golden acre – sow March 

to April, harvest July/September, medium round 
variety;  Caramba f1 sweetheart – sow 
March/April, harvest July/September, pointed 
variety. 

Seasonal  activities . . . .  
The vegetable plot should now be in full swing 
with the ground filling up rapidly.  Those early 
vegetable crops sown in pots, salad, brassicas in 
variety and broad beans can now be planted out if 
not already done.  Dwarf French beans and runner 
beans are best planted out in May.  Sowing seeds 
in the vegetable plot can now start – weather 
permitting.  Any onion sets should be planted as 
they need a long growing season.  Onion and 
carrot seed are good planted alongside each other 
to help with carrot fly.  Maincrop potatoes can be 
planted; also it’s a good time to put up your 
runner bean sticks.  Late frosts are a problem so 
mid-May is a good time to sow runner bean and 
climbing French beans at the base of your sticks – 
again, weather permitting.  Clean all ground 
where  winter vegetables have grown, fork over 
and apply a general fertilizer at 2oz per sq yd. 

Keith’s choice vegetable . . . . 

Cabbage  var. Kilaton f1:   (A.G.M.) A Dutch white 
round-headed type with good resistance to 
clubroot disease.  Seed sown February/April will 
be ready to harvest August to December. 

No vegetable nightmares . . . .  

White Blister:  Shiny white fungal spots develop 
on lower leaves of brassicas  (cabbage, sprouts 
etc).  Leaves become distorted, upper leaf can 
produce pale yellow sunken spots.  Fungus is 
encouraged by humid or moist air, spores spread 
by air currents and insects.  Spores can also settle 
on the soil.  Remove affected leaves and plants; 
spraying with a fungicide at various stages of 
growth can help.  Plant on new ground each year.  
I have not found this disease to be a problem. 

Some vegetables to enjoy in March/April 

Spring onion, purple sprouting broccoli, autumn sown 
cabbage and cauliflower, broad beans, frame-sown early 
potatoes, peas, carrots, salad leaves, radish and beetroot. 

.  
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MEETINGS – EVENTS – ACTIVITIES 

 

Saturday 26 May 2018 

The Market Cross 

Malmesbury Garden Club  
Annual Plant Sale 

 

 

Saturday 28 July 2018 
1.30 – 4.00 pm  

Charlton Village Hall 

Annual Open Show 
 

 

 

 

Further details of these open gardens can be found in the ‘Yellow 
Book’ or on the NGS website: http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-
garden.aspx 

 

 
Sunday 13 May 
Purton House, Church End, Purton, Swindon, 
SN5 4EB.  
  
Wednesday 16 May 
Bowden Park, Lacock, Chippenham, SN15 2PP 
  
Sunday 20 May 
Broadleas House Gardens, Devizes, SN10 5JQ.  
Twigs Community Garden, Manor Garden Centre, 
Cheney Manor, Swindon, SN2 2QJ.  
   
Thursday 24 and Friday 25 May 
Windmill Cottage, Kings Road, Market Lavington, 
SN10 4QB.  
  
Saturday 26 May 
Job’s Mill, Five Ash Lane, Crockerton, Warminster, 
BA12 8BB.  
   
Sunday 27 May 
Trantor House, Hackthorne Road, Durrington, 
SP4 8AS.  
 
Sunday 3 June 
Cantax House, Lacock, SN15 2JZ.  
Crofton Lock House, Crofton, Great Bedwyn, 
Marlborough, SN8 3DW.  
Hazelbury Manor Gardens, Wadswick, Box, 
SN13 8HX.  
 
Wednesday 6 June 
Cadenham Manor, Foxham, Chippenham, 
SN15 4NH.  

  
Saturday 9 June 
West Lavington Manor, 1 Church Street, West 
Lavington, SN10 4LA.  
   
Sunday 10 June 
Chisenbury Priory, East Chisenbury, SN9 6AQ.  
Lydiard Park Walled Garden, Lydiard Tregoze, 
Swindon, SN5 3PA.  
The Old Mill, Ramsbury, SN8 2PN.  
   
Thursday 14 June and Friday 15 June 
Windmill Cottage, Kings Road, Market Lavington, 
SN10 4QB.  
 
Friday 15 June 
Pear Cottage, 28 Pans Lane, Devizes, SN10 5AF.  
1 Southview, Wick Lane, Devizes, SN10 5DR.  
 
Sunday 17 June 
Manor Farm, Crudwell, Malmesbury, SN16 9ER.  
   
Sunday 24 June 
Dauntsey Gardens, Church Lane, Dauntsey, 
Chippenham, SN15 4HW. 
Hannington Village Gardens 
Hannington, Swindon, SN6 7RP.   
Oare House, Rudge Lane, Oare, nr Pewsey, SN8 4JQ.  
 
Thursday 28 June 
Whatley Manor, Twatley, Malmesbury, SN16 0RB.  
 
Saturday 30 June 
Dane Brook, Milkhouse Water, Pewsey, SN9 5JX.  
 

 

http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden.aspx
http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden.aspx
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CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS . . . . 

National Gardens Scheme Photography Competition . . . . 

The National Garden Scheme has launched its second annual photography 
competition in association with BBC Gardeners’ World, offering entrants the 
chance to win WOLF-Garten tools worth over £950.  

The competition, which runs from 15 March to 28 August 2018, asks amateur 
photographers and garden enthusiasts to take photographs at National Garden Scheme garden openings 
taking place between these dates. 

There are six categories to enter, including Garden Wildlife, Beautiful Garden Views and BBC Gardeners’ 
World Magazine: Fantastic Flowers - from which the winning image will appeal in the magazine’s 2019 
calendar. 

The judging panel of George Plumptre, CEO of National Garden Scheme, a professional photographer (TBC) 
and Lucy Hall, editor of BBC Gardeners’ World magazine, will select the winner of Best Overall Photo from all 
competition submissions, as well as a winner from each category.  

The Best Overall Photo will receive a WOLF-Garten 72v lithium bundle, 
including lawnmower, leaf blower, hedge trimmer, and grass trimmer, 
worth £950, and each category winner will receive £100 to spend on the 
current WOLF-Garten range (including cutting tools, cultivating tools, 
power tools etc.).  

The deadline for entries is midnight on 28th August 2018 and entrants 
can enter more than one category but cannot enter a single image into 
more than one category.  

To enter visit ngs.org.uk/photo – and tag National Garden Scheme on 
any social media posts using #ngscomp18 

 

Other events . . . . 

Friday 22 June – Sunday 8 July (Wednesdays–Sundays) 
Urchfont Manor, Exhibition of Contemporary Sculpture 

Monday 28 May 
Grittleton Plant and Spring Fair  
Set in the stunning house and grounds of the Grittleton Estate, the 
Grittleton Plant and Spring Fair is perfect for plant lovers, foodies and 

those looking for the ideal present. With over 50 stalls ranging from 
specialist nurseries selling plants and stunning accessories for your 
room outside to quality stalls selling a range of delicious food stuffs, bath products, unique gifts, handmade 
jewellery and much more, there is certainly something for everyone. 

This is the perfect opportunity to wander through the stunning interior of this spectacular venue and enjoy 
the beautiful Italianate gardens of Grittleton House.  

We are thrilled to announce there will be a guest appearance from Action’s special mascot PADDINGTON ™   

Doors open at 11am and refreshments and cream teas will be available. Entrance is £3 per person and 
children under 12 are free. Free parking. Assistance dogs only please. See www.action.org.uk/grittleton for 
details. 

All proceeds and donations will be going to support children’s charity Action Medical Research. Action 
Medical Research is raising funds to offer hope to thousands of families across the UK who are dealing with 
the trauma of a baby born too early, striving to support a child affected by disability or facing the challenge of 
caring for a child with a rare and devastating disease for which there is no cure. Further information on our 
successes, case studies and current research projects can be found on our website at www.action.org.uk 

 
 

 

Grittleton House 

https://www.ngs.org.uk/photo/
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Recipe  

 

Sultana scones . . . .  

Ingredients 

225g/8oz self-raising flour 

pinch of salt 

55g/2oz butter 

25g/1oz sultanas 

25g/1oz caster sugar 

150ml/5fl oz milk

 

 

Method 

1. Heat the oven to 220o C/425o F/Gas 7.  Lightly grease a baking sheet. 
2. Mix together the flour and salt and rub in the butter. 
3. Stir in the sultanas, sugar and then the milk to get a soft dough. 
4. Turn on to a floured work surface and knead very lightly.  Pat out to around 2cm/¾in thick.  Use 

a 5cm/2in cutter to stamp out rounds and place on a baking sheet.  Lightly knead together the 
rest of the dough and stamp out more scones to use it all up. 

5. Brush the tops of the scones with a little milk. B ake for 12-15 minutes until well risen and 
golden. 

6. Cool on a wire rack and serve with butter and good jam and maybe some clotted cream. 

Makes 8 to 12 scones 
 
BBC Food Recipes 

Ellie  
      

Editor’s Postscript . . . .  

What a long winter we have had!  The ‘Beast from the East’ made a few 
unwelcome returns and then there was a mini-heatwave, 
followed by another cold snap!  In my garden everything 
has been delayed; all the tulips (early, middle and late 
varieties) came out at once, and the cherry blossom was 
blown away by the wind almost as soon as it opened.  
However, I have enjoyed the best forced rhubarb ever – sweet, tender and a 
beautiful neon pink in colour, delicious with yogurt or custard! 

Alison 

 

 

And finally . . . . 

Just before going to press we received the following notice of another Open Gardens Weekend: 

Worton and Marston Gardening Club are arranging an Open Gardens Weekend  on 23 & 24 June. A number of 
gardens in both villages will be open from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm on both days. The cost is £5 per day or £8 for 
the weekend. Free for children under 12. Tickets and maps will be available at the Village Hall which is in 
Worton High Street and at the opening gardens.  Refreshments will be available at the church on both 
afternoons. 

All proceeds are going to support Dorothy  House, Wiltshire Air Ambulance and the Village Hall. 

https://www.bbc.com/food/flour
https://www.bbc.com/food/salt
https://www.bbc.com/food/butter
https://www.bbc.com/food/sultanas
https://www.bbc.com/food/caster_sugar
https://www.bbc.com/food/milk

